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From: "Chris McCourt" <CMcCourt@altoncoal.com>
To: "Pam Grubaugh-Littig" <PAMGRUBAUGHLITTIG@utah.gov>
GC: <priscillaburton@utah.gov>, <davedarby@utah.gov>
Date: 1111612007 11:52 AM
Subject: Alton Coal-Minor Coal Exploration NOI
Attachments: Minor Coal Exploration - NOl.pdf

Dear Ms. Grubaugh-Littig,

Attached is the Notice of Intent to conduct Minor Coal Exploration
within the Coal Hollow Project Area. I appreciate the opportunity to
submit this NOl. Please do not hesitate to contact in you need any
further information. This email will be followed by three copies which
will be mailed to your office.

Sincerely,

Chris McCourt

Manager

Alton Coal Development, LLC

U/rr,rcnr/"?oK

c/tas/c6t
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Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Department of Natural Resources
l}tah Division of Oil, Cas & Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Sal t  L-ake Ci ty ,  UT 841l4

Re: Notice of Intent - tVlinor Coal Exploration
CoaI Hollow Project, Kane County, {itah

Dear il4s. Grubaugh-Littig:

I appreciated speaking to you and your staffby phone in refbrence to the acid and
toxic anal-vsis infurmation provided in the lvlining and Reclarnation Plan for the Coal
Hollow Project (C/025/0005). Thank you for taking the time to review our information
regarding the characterization of overburden at the Coal Hollow project and for
considering our plan tbr conducting additional exploration to complete the data
requirements.

Enclosed is a Minor Exploration Plan rvhich serves as the Notice of lntention
("NOI") to conduct borehole drilling activities associated with the Coal Hollow'Project
on fee lands within Township 30 South, Range 5 West. Section 30 in Kane County, Urah.
I'he NOI is accompanied by maps sl:owing the proposed locations of the two boreholes in
reference to surface and coai ownership. The NOI also references information for a
Cultural Resources lnventory at the Coal Hollow Project. prepared by Montgomery
Archeological Clonsultants and submitted to DOCM June 14,2007. This document
includes locations of eligible historic andlor prehistoric sites in the Coal Flollorv Project
area. The proposed exploration rvill avoid any disturbance activiiies asscciated s,ith
these sites. Also referenced are field studies conducted by fuIt. Nebo Scientific, Inc.,
confirming that no threatened or endangered species have been located within the Coal
Hollow project area. Alton Coal will commence operations as soon as the Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining have approved this NOI.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if vou need anvthins iufiher.

Sincerel l .
, / . t .  ;  - . 1  , -4

4,r.'K.#rA*
Cluis R, V{cCourt, PE



MII{OR COAL EXPLORATION PLAI\

COAL HOLLOW PROJECT

FEE COAL

FEE SURFACE

KAI{E COUI{TY, UTAH

Submitfed bv:

Alton Coal Development, LLC

llovember 16,200?



This exploration plan serves as Alton Coal Development, LLC's ("Alton Coalos") notice
of intention ("biOI") to conduct minor coal exploration activities in conjunction rvith the
proposed Coal Hollorv Project, Kane County, Utah ("Project")

This NOI concen'ts borehole drilling activities on fee lands associated 
"vith 

the Project.
Tw'o boreholes are proposed within Township 30 South, Range 5 West, Section 30, Kane
County, Utah ("Exploralion Area"). Core samples of'the coal bed will resull in removal
of far less than 250 tons of coal and qualifies as minor exploration pursuant to R645-201-
210. Alton Coal would appreciate the Division's review of this NOI.

Alton Coal Development, LLC is the entity seeking to conduct coal exploration and
agrees to conduct these activities in compliance with the Utah State Coal Progranr and the
requirements of R645-200 through R645-203. Pursuant to R645-?01-220, Alton Coal
plovides the follorvins infbrmation:

221. Applicant:

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:

Alton Coal Development, LLC
463 N. 100 S/., Suite I
Cedar City, UT 8477A
(435) 867-5331
(435) 867-1192
cmccourtft altoncoal.com

222. Applicant's Representative: Chris lvlcCourt, Alton Coal Development,
LLC, ar the address set fofih above.

223. Narrative and map: Alton Coal proposes to drill tr.vo boreholes on the
fbllowing lands held in private ownership in Kane County, Utah:

Figure I attached hereto shorvs the UTfuI and Latitude/Longitude of the two coreholes.
fuIaps nurnber 3 and 4 attached hereto show the location of &e two coreholes in relation
to surface and mineral ou,,nership of the Project. The surtace and mineral estate of the
Exploration Area in rvhich the coreholes are proposed has been leased by Alton Coal
pursuant to an agreement with C. Burton Pugh. A copy of this agreement has been
provided in the Coal Hollow - lvlining and Reclamation Plan (C/025/005) as submitted on
Jtrne 14. 2007 to DOGM, This agreement is located in Volume 7 (Confidential) under
the Right of Entry - Lease Documents section.

Corehole
F{umber

CH-O7 Townshp 39 South. Ranse 5 West 30: NEl/4SE1/4
CH-08 Townsho 39 South. Ranse 5 West 30: SEl/4NWl/4



Both boreholes are planned in areas *'ith flrrt grades. near pre-existing access routes,
l 'he Exploration Area is general l l 'pasture lands used primari l l ' lbr:grazing of l ivestock
b1' local ranch*rs.

224. Peliod of intencled esploration: Erploration acti!'ities rvill contmence
upon appror,al of this application and n,ill terminate.lanuarl'2008.

125 . , , \ dd i t i ona l  i n lb rma t ion

Descrintion of \fethocl of Exploraiion: Exploratiorr will be ccncluctecl using a
truck nrounted drill rig. The anticipated drilling methods are as ibllorvs:

. F'lollou'stem auger drilI the allr.tviunr layer

. Air rotar)'drill the shale fbnnation
r Core drill the coal bed

\\ret drilling w'ill not be utilized. 
'Ihis 

will elimitrate the need fur "nrud pits" and
ivill minimize disturbance. Whenever possible. existing roads and trails rvill be
used to access the coreliole sites. Logs rvill be kept of activities associated rvitlt
the drilling process and t,ill be provided to DOGM. l-he company selected to
perfbrm the drilling is Geotechnical Drilling Services located in St George, Utah.
The on site geologist for the Exploration Project rvill be Erik Petersen of Petersen
Hy'tlrologic, LLC, il{r. Petersen rvill provicle oversight for proper collecting of
material samples and borehole logging.

Antount of Coal ti: tre Removed: Coal rvillbe removed in a ?" diameter core
lronr otre intercept of the sealn per hr:le with an avelage intercept thickness of 16
feet. resulting in 0.0146 short tons of coal to be removed per hole and 0.029?
siron tons of ccal fbr the trvo hole project per the follorving calculations:

Volunre of coal in ftj in one corehol* = n rl h
> i .  I  -+x0.0833r*  I  6  = 0. i l86 f i j

\!'lrere: constant
radius of ccre
height of core

n:  3 .1 .1
r :0 .0833  t i
h = 16 feet

Densitl'of coal relative to densit,v of u.'ater = Li4
> l, l" l*62.i" l9 = 83.55 lbsit i3

\\ihe re: clensitl" of u'ater = 62,139 lbs/ftl

Short Tons of Coal in one hole = {r'olLrme in l1l*clensitl'of coal in ftr),l200t)
> (0,3486*83.55)i2000 = 0.0146 shott tons

Total Short Tons remot'ed tiom trvo holes = 0.0i46*2 = 0.0292



Environmental Protection and Reclamation: Alton Coal rvill errrplol'tlie
fbllo*'ing practices to protect the area f'rom adverse intpircts of exploration:

o minirnize oll-road activities:
. boreholes are L:cated near pre-existing access routes to ntinimize

disturbance
. boreholes are located in areas that irre genrlrally llal gradcs to minimize

disturbance liom drill pacl conslruction
r $:et drilling w'ill nr:t Lle utilized elirninating the r:eed for "tnud pits"
. use industy stnndards fbr drilling boreholesl
. use of a spill prer,ention plan and protocol to prevent and conlain spills:

reclaim in accordance n'ith R6.t5-202-240. including regrading of drill
sites and access roads to approximate original contr:ur; topscil wili be
storecl ibr ledistrihution over the disturbed area arrd the areas rvill he
reseeded rvith the Division's recomtnended seed mix:

r topsoil u,ill be replaced lvithin a rveek follorving drilling activiiies:
r reseeding nill occur in Spring 3008, as soon as weather eorrditions at'e

appropriate fbr successfll revegetation.

Threatenecl And Endanqered Species: Initial consultations have been made to
appropriate state and l'ederal agencies regardin,u threatened, endangered. and
scnsitir"e plant and animal species and their habitats in and adjacent to the Coal
llollou. Project Area. Additionally. l'ield studies have been sonducted of the entire
Project area and adjacent areas for potential threatened and endangered species
and their habitats b1'lvlt. Nebo Scientil'ic. Inc.. Based on intornation h'om tirese
field studies, no threatened or endangered species have been located rvithin the
Project area. Details related to these studies can be vie'uved in the Coal Hollo*. -
Mining and Reclamation Plan submitted June 14. 2007 to DOGtvl. This
infonnation is located in Volun:e 2 - Chapter 3, pages 3-22 through 3-25. Further
studies w'ele conducted in Septernber 2007 by Dr. Patrick Collins of l,ft. Illebo
Scientific. lnc. Personal communications lvith Dr. Collins conflnned that these
additional studies also resulted in no threatened or enclangered sp*cies being
located r.vithin the project area.

Culrural Resources: ivlontgomerl'Archeological Consultants has conducted a
cultural resource inventory,of the entire Project area. This inventor!' rvas
cornpleted in 2006 and l-l eligible sites for the National Registrl'of Historic
Irlaces lr,ere found w'ithin the Project Area. These are&s have been mapped and
can be vien'ed on page i of the Data Recover,v Plan and Research Design. fhis
plan *'as submitted as part of the Coal Hollot'- iVlining and Rcclamation Plan to
DOG\I on June 14. ?007. The plan can be found in Voiume 7 (Contidential) in
the Cultural Resource Inventorl" section.

Basecl on this nrapping olthe eligible sites. these sites ii'ill not be disturbed by the
proposed Erploration acti\,ities. l-ocations of the nvo br:reholes rvere chosen to
avoid these areas,



]'his NOI is submitteci this l6'r' dav of November'. 2007 bv Alton Coal
Development. l..LC.

B1'

Us /{nrtAstt,

Priscil la Bunon, DOC r"-l
Dave Darby'. DOCI'1
Enc losures



R[FER[tiCES

\lontgomerl' Archeological Consultants" P. Stavish and K. ll{ontgornerl'
2007 Data Recoverl' Plan and ResL'arch Design tbr Sites 4?KA20'l?.

41KA2068. 42KA6104. 41KA6105. -}2KA6106. 4?KA6107. and
12KA6108

Coal I lol lorv Project * \ l ining and Reclamalion Plan (C"025i0005)
2A07 Volunre 2. Chapter 3 pages 3-?2 through -i-25 b1 Dr. Patrick D. Coll ins



FIGURE T
BOREHOLE COORDII\ATES



Coaf Hollow, 2007 Exploration
UTM NAD 27 LAT/LONG

Hole Number Northinq (m) East inq (m) Elevation (ft) Northinq Eastinq
u n - / 4'139552 371 35B 6879 N 37D23'38" w 112D27'12"
CH-B 41 3901 5 371348 6857 N 37D23'20" w 112D27'12"
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